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Yo u r s ,
Gof fy
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DRIVERS are being given a bumpy ride by new
traffic calming measures in a village.

The speed limit in Monkton Village, Jarrow, has
been reduced from 30mph to 20mph and speed
humps have been put in to slow down drivers.

But resident Ray Foster has complained to South
Tyneside Council that he has to negotiate more than
a dozen obstacles while driving or cycling to work
through the village.

He said: “I now have to engage 13 speed cush-
ions over a distance of one mile. This may not be a
record but it rattles my car whenever I drive over
them. If the council has so much excess asphalt
perhaps it could use it to fill in potholes.”

Monkton councillor Alan Kerr said: “Police sup-
ported the measures which followed full public
consultation. I’m not aware of problems with pot-
holes but I will look into this”.

BUSINESSES are being warned about a fake fire
brigade calendar.

The Tyne & Wear fire service has been told that a
company is claiming to be producing a calendar for
the service and is asking local businesses if they
want to buy advertising on its pages.

But the service has not commissioned any com-
pany to produce a calendar and is concerned that
local businesses are being targeted in a scam.

Temporary deputy chief fire officer John Hind-
march said: “This is a serious matter and we want to
warn local businesses to be on their guard.”

Anyone who receives such a call should record
the name of the person calling, the company and
contact details and inform the fire service by calling
(0191) 444 1500 so details can be passed onto the
police and trading standards officers.

SPOILING your mum this Sunday need not mean
harming Mother Earth.

That is the message from green experts this
Mother’s Day, who are urging doting daughters and
sons to think of the environment.

Recycle Now is asking people in the North East to
remember that if they are showering their mums with
flowers and a special dinner they should compost
the remains. Flowers, vegetable peelings and tea
bags can all be put in your compost bin, along with
cards and wrappers.

Home composting helps the environment by
ensuring waste does not produce harmful green-
house gases as it decomposes.

TV star Philippa Forrester is backing the Mother’s
Day campaign. She said: “My three sons love to spoil
me with flowers and gifts, but I make sure we
compost all the wrappers, cards and flowers.”

Visit www.recyclenow.com/compost

THE past
few days
since the sad
plight of
Paul
Gascoigne

made world news, I have
read thousands of words
but few have given a real
insight into the huge heart
that is Paul Gascoigne.

“I first met Paul more than 10
years ago, when I was present-
ing my Goffy in the Morning
show for Century Radio. We
were both patrons of the Clarke
Lister Brain Haemorrhage
Foundation.

“Clarke Lister was a 10-year-
old boy who tragically died in
June, 1996. Clarke was out cel-
ebrating the magical goal his hero
Gazza had scored against Scot-
land in the European champi-
onships, when he sadly became
the victim of a brain haemor-
rhage caused by an aneurysm.

“Following this Paul became a
driving force behind the foun-
dation and tens of thousands of
pounds have since been raised by
Clarke’s mother Carol to bring
this much-needed facility to us
here in the area.

“The Priory Rehabilitation
Centre in Peterlee is still going
strong today here in our region.
The funds from this charity
have helped establish one of
the finest network support
groups of its kind to help
family and friends who
suffer from the dread-
ful effects of a brain
haemorrhage.

“Gazza and I met
to promote a book
‘The Best of
Goffy’s 10 grand
Gags’, which
Paul was happy
to launch with
me, again, for
the benefit of
the charity.

“The book
went on to be a
huge success
with another
£10,000 donat-
ed to the fund.
The same day I
went to inter-
view Paul in
D e c e m b e r,
2001, he was
playing for
Everton at the
time, a non-
league football
club in the
North East was
days away from
extinction.

“Gateshead
FC, at the time,
managed by
Hartlepool lad
Paul Proudlock
was set to die. I
asked Gazza if he
could help and
without hesitation
offered £10,000.

“Paul didn’t leave it there. He
agreed to be the star attraction at
a dinner in the Lancastrian Suite
on April 16, 2002. The event was a
sell out and raised a cool £50,000
and with the media attention he
brought donations and the good
will gestures poured in. The lad
from Dunston came up trumps
again and saved his home town
club, Gateshead F.C.

“Despite what you might have
read, Gazza is loved by many but
is never happier that when he is
helping people in our region. In
January, 2004, during one of my
radio shows, the Darlington man-
ager at the time, David Hodgson
was listening to me interviewing
Gazza live on air while Hodgy
was heading for training.

“David immediately called us
live on air and pleaded with Gazza
to put on his boots and play in a
celebrity football match with oth-
er stars from around the country.
Darlington were desperately
short of financial support and
when the game went ahead on
January 25, 2004, thousands of
football fans from across our
region headed for Darlo to catch a
glimpse of the legend that is Gaz-
za.

“David Hodgson told a packed
press conference that Paul’s
appearance added thousands to
the gate and the Quakers sur-
vived with a little help from their
friend….Paul Gascoigne.

“On April 18, 2004, I put
together an event at the Tall Trees

Hotel in Yarm in memory of my
late sister Angela O’Hara who
had sadly died of cancer in the
June of the previous year, at the
heartbreaking age of just 54.

“The dinner which starred
Newcastle legend Alan Shearer
raised funds for the Hartlepool
and District Hospice. The event
raised a healthy £68,000 for the
hospice which had cared for my
sister and my family during some
very difficult times. I once again,
called upon Paul for his help and
quietly he was only too happy to
help.

“On offer in the auction that
evening were personally signed
items by such stars as David
Beckham, Frank Lampard,
Wayne Rooney, Thierry Henry to
name but a few and all it took was
a call from Gazza, the big names
were only too happy to help. The
best prize of all though, raising
the most cash was – win your own
night out with Gazza. The money
just rolled in.

“In September, 2005, at the
Civic Centre in Newcastle I was
honoured when Paul asked me to
co-host his tribute dinner for the
Variety Club of Great Britain. All
the money went to a worthy
cause here in the North East.

“In excess of £100,000 was
raised in another sell-out

event and ‘The Sunshine
Coaches’, which were pur-

chased after this dinner,
were donated to help

transport the sick,
disabled and disad-
vantaged and can
been seen on the
roads in our
region every day.

“Paul has on
more than one
occasion literal-
ly given the
shirt off his
back and books
to auction at
numerous fund
raising events.
He visits hos-
pitals to bring
cheer to
patients,
appears as a
top table guest
at charity
functions and
does a great
deal of unseen
work without a
modicum of
fuss.

“This is the
Paul Gascoigne I
know….. A local
lad and friend
who has never
forgotten his
roots.

“I say thank
you and wish
him the speed-
iest of recover-
ies.”

I’ll tell you about the
Gazza you never see
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